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ference then, and it makes none to-day, whether a Commander-
in-chief be eleven miles, or eleven hundred miles, away from
the scene of an action in which he did not participate; history
will always accord the guerdon of victory to that commander
who fights and wins the battle!

The plan of an active, mobile and moving squadron, blockad-
ing in battle formation ready for action, established before San-
tiago on May 28th, with the relative strength of the two squad-
rons then facing each other equal, needs no defense. The recent
experience of the Japanese fleet before Port Arthur against the
Eussian squadron anchored there is an unqualified exemplifi-
cation of the tactical correctness of the blockade of the Flying
Squadron before Santiago de Cuba.

The form of a circular blockade, with the ships in station-
ary position, afterwards adopted, was not possible for the Fly-
ing Squadron with its five ships, even if it had been held wise
to have so established it with any number of vessels. But the
success that attended it was due- mainly to the fact that the
enemy was not aggressive in torpedo attack upon it. That the
blockade of the Flying Squadron was effective and efficient is
attested better by the fact that, up to June 2d, no vessel passed
in or out of Santiago and none could have done so with
safety.

The next incident of importance was the discovery of the
Colon lying well inside the mouth of the harbor at daylight on
the morning of May 29th. The SL Paul was sighted to the
eastward about 7 A. M., and in the next half hour arrived near
the Flying Squadron. Her commander was called on board the
flagship and given a despatch with orders to proceed to Nicholas
Mole to transmit its contents to the department and to Admiral
Sampson. In proceeding on this mission, the St. Paul swept to
the westward in making her turn and then saw the Colon. She
had been discovered an hour or two before the St. Paul had
been sighted at all.

As soon as possible after the presence of the Spanish ships
had been discovered, the commanding officers of the ships of
the Flying Squadron were summoned on board the Brooklyn*
The fact of the enemy's presence was announced, the form of
blockade was explained, the method of attack, if the Spanish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